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La Cita V Introduces Florida’s West Coast to 

Latin America's Best 
 
-  Kingsley Lake, FL, USA - “La Cita V had the best ratio of buyer to supplier delegates of any 

travel industry event I’ve seen in my career” reported Rick Still, Managing Director. Buyer del-

egates totaled 147 and suppliers, 173.  Additional attendees in the Market resource category 

(media, air carriers, researchers, reps, etc.) brought the total delegation to 449. Twenty coun-

tries were represented. 

 

La Cita used a state-of-the art appoint-

ment scheduling system which allows 

any delegate to schedule with any other. 

On the first day scheduling opened 

there were 456 logons and during the 

event (August 30th), 564. The schedul-

ing platform remained open throughout 

La Cita.  A total of 2798 appointments 

were pre-scheduled and many more 

made during the hand scheduling and 

the networking events.  

 

 

 
One big difference this year was that buyer delegates were hosted by 

Visit St. Pete. The underwriting of hotel expenses allowed buyer dele-

gates to register for a nominal fee resulting in record-setting attendance. 
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This is the first time La Cita has been held on the West coast of Florida and - by all accounts - it 

was a huge success. Delegates loved the host hotels, The Vinoy, and and the Hilton Bayfront 

and Visit St. Pete / Clearwater made sure all delegates experienced the best the City has to 

offer. 

 

Ana Fernandez said ¨ Hosting La Cita gives us a 

unique opportunity to welcome the vibrant Latin 

America market to the most popular tourism des-

tination on the Florida Gulf Coast. A dynamic and 

diverse destination just 90 minutes from Orlando 

and the most spectacular beaches in the entire 

coast.  It will provide the perfect place for La Cita 

attendees to meet and for great deals to occur. 

Ana Fernandez, Director Latin America , Visit St. 

Pete Clearwater¨ 

 

 

This is the first time La Cita has been held on the 

West coast of Florida and - by all accounts - it 

was a huge success. Delegates loved the host 

hotel, The Vinoy, and the Hilton Bayfront and 

Visit St. Pete / Clearwater made sure all dele-

gates got to see the best the City has to offer.  

Luncheon on the first day of the conference 

(August 30th) was hosted by Tampa Bay which 

gave buyers and supplier delegates alike a 

greater appreciation for the entire area. 

 

La Cita enjoys a dedicated community and, besides the 

organizations above, major sponsors also included Dis-

cover the Palm Beaches and the Greater Fort Lauderdale 

Convention and Visitors Bureau. 

 "La Cita has become a cornerstone of the industry's trade 

calendar and important marketing tool to understand and 

develop the inbound markets from Latin America. This 

year's event has attracted a record number of quality del-

egates.”  Fernando if Vice President Tourism Sales, 

Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention & Visitors Bureau and 

Chairman of the Visit Florida International Marketing 

Committee. 
- Continued - 



  

 

 

SIXT - the world’s largest car rental company was the La Cita Official Car Rental organization.  

 

Gold level sponsors were Experience Kissimmee, Hartsfield - Jackson Atlanta International 

Airport, Orlando International Airport, Tampa International Airport, Balmoral Resort, and the St. 

Petersburgg International Airport. Silver lever included the International Inbound Tour Opera-

tors Association, MB Doubleem Representation, and Travel Ace Assistance.  

 

Trade media partners included the three largest trade publications in Latin America - Panrotas, 

Ladevi and Turistampa. Air Carriers supporting La Cita included Avianca, Avianca Brasil, Copa 

Airlines, Spirit Airlines and Jet Blue. Rounding out the list of sponsors were the ground trans-

portation that brought delegates in from Miami, Fort Lauderdale and Orlando: MCA Transporta-

tion, Turismo USA and Southwest Florida Vacations. 

 

“La Cita is all about business being per-

sonal and the high level of activity and 

energy we saw throughout the business 

sessions told us that the foundation of 

many business ventures was launched,” 

Still concluded. 

"Bringing La Cita to St. Petersburg has 

been an incredible pleasure ... it's a per-

fect storm of opportunity where buyers 

will see new and proven products and 

discuss ideas and opportunities in a part 

of Florida which many have not seen.” 

Rick Still – La Cita Manager 
 
 

 

 

 

For Additional Information Contact: Laura Guiterrez, laura@lacitaamericas.com 


